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IWOF CALENDAR OF EVENTS

	Date
	Event
	Location

	November 3, 2011
	Board Meeting
	DiCicco’s – Blackstone & Barstow

	November 12, 2011
	Northern CA ICC Meeting
	Western Marine Insurance – Stockton, CA

	November 17, 2011
	General Meeting  - Breast Cancer Awareness
	Picadilly – West Shaw

	December 1 , 2011
	Board Meeting
	DiCicco’s – Blackstone & Barstow

	December 15, 2011
	General Meeting – Annual Holiday Event
	Picadilly – West Shaw

	April 11th-15th, 2012
	Region VIII Conference – Ride the Swell in 2012
	Hilton Hawaiian Village - Hawaii


DO YOU HAVE AN EVENT THAT NEEDS TO BE LISTED?  PLEASE E-MAIL THE INFORMATION TO THE BULLETIN CHAIR 

REMEMBER TO CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR SISTER ASSOCIATION’S EVENTS  

[image: image6.wmf][image: image7.jpg]



[image: image8.png]









As Submitted by Victoria Anderson, Safety Chair

Personal Safety Tips

There are three areas where you are particularly vulnerable, if you are alone:

· On the street 

· In your car 

· In your home or room 

In all four of these areas, you need to take a four-pronged approach to your own safety:

· Alertness 

· Prevention 

· Precaution 

· Preparation 

Alertness


This is always your first line of defense. You can prevent many potentially dangerous situations anywhere, simply be being alert. Be aware of your surroundings. Criminals succeed best when they have the element of surprise.

· Carjackers exploit drivers' blind spots. 

· Intoxicated women are more likely to be attacked. 

Studies show that those who practice meditation and alertness are more aware of danger to themselves and others, before it happens. Learn to pay attention to gut instincts.

Prevention

· Lock your doors when you are driving alone or in the house alone. 

· Keep several locks on your door. 

· Stick to well-lit areas, even if it means taking a bit longer to walk home. 

· Want to get home quickly because you are tired? Even more reason to stay in the light. 

Precaution

· When walking in a strange area or sleeping in a strange place, be aware of an escape route. 

· Keep a cell phone or cordless phone nearby when you are home alone. 

· Never open your door unless you are certain who is on the other side. 

Preparation

· Keep several personal security products: Pepper spray is the safest and most effective. A key chain personal alarm is the handiest weapon. 

· Know how to fight. The best self defense is given by police run courses that offer simple, practical defenses against attack. Martial Arts training takes longer and is less likely to be effective, in fact. 

· Be ready to scream. 

· When traveling, pack your own wooden doorstop. This is the best way to block a motel room door, and it is unlikely the hotel will supply you with one. Even better protection is a personal alarm doorstop. 

Source: Your Security Guide (www.yoursecurityguide.com)

As Presented by Dona Shurtz
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We will be doing Christmas Stockings for the Spirit of Children.  They have 50 children that need our help.  Please share your Holiday Spirit and donate a Christmas Stockings. (Cost $6.00)

Spirit of Children:

The Spirit of Children is an early intervention, comprehensive, holistic program that targets culturally diverse, high-risk women and their children.  The objectives of this program are to improve the cognitive, emotional and physical development of children.  Through a relationship based model that supports and nurtures parent-child interaction, Spirit of Children program seeks to make enduring changes that break the cycle of family dysfunction and improve the quality of life in Fresno County. (Audrey Riley – founder, CEO)

The Services provided to the Children include the following:

· The Learning Center Daily Intervention Program provides curriculum to improve the cognitive, social, and emotional development of the child.

· Mental Health Services for children and their families

· Computer Literacy Exposure                                                       

· Nutrition Guidance                                                                                  

· Parenting Support and Training 

Items Needed for Each Stocking:

1. (1) Small/Medium size Stuff Animal

2. (1) Toothbrush

3. (4) Small Candies

4. (1) Happy Meal Toy

5. (1) Juice box

6. (1) Bag of Cookies

Any questions or comments contact Esmeralda Mendez- Community Action Co-Chair: EsmeraldaMendez@SierraSpecialty.com or 559-256-6923 or Tracy Hodge








EMPLOYMENT





Are you an employer looking for qualified employees? If so, please contact the Employment Chair for referrals.





M.D. Manouel Insurance Agency currently has an opening for an experienced Commercial Lines CSA. Please contact Andrea Der Manouel at 559-446-0588 for additional information.





Thank you,





Alison Holmes, CISR, CPIW, AIS


Employment Chair


E-Mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:aholmes@burns-wilcox.com" ��Alison.holmes@us.qbe.com


Phone: (559) 261-1302 ext 793011
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NEW MEMBER - Congratulations to Rhonda Scow from Landscape Contractor’s Insurance Services, Inc. for recently joining IWOF.  Our membership count as of October 31, 2011 is 55.





Remember, Membership is an investment in your career! IAIP offers professional education and leadership development so members can gain industry knowledge, leadership skills and the confidence to successfully advance in the industry. IAIP strives to be known as the premier provider of leadership development education to its members.  We encourage you to share with your employers, coworkers, company reps and anyone who works in the Industry to come and check us out.


	

















COURTESY CHAIR








November Birthdays


 


5th. -  Debra  Spencer


7th.  - Sue Jameson


10th. - Amy Cole


27th. - Barbara Thomas


 


Happy Birthday to you all !!!!


 


No Cards sent out, so all is good.


 


 


FOOD FOR THOUGHT:  For those who have helped you and been there for you, take time to give them thanks.


 


God Bless you all and see you at the meeting.


 


Happy Thanksgiving!!!!!


 


Judy Grill 


Courtesy Chair


























PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE


November 2011





Hello Everyone,


Thank you to all who joined us for our General Meeting in October as Officer Amy Armstrong helped us learn some valuable self-defense techniques.  As many of us are out doing holiday shopping, please remember to be aware of your surroundings and if anything looks suspicious…REPORT IT.  A big applause goes out to Victoria Anderson and the Safety Committee for a wonderful program.


Please join us for our November meeting on 11/17/11 as our Courtesy Chair, Judy Grill has a special guest speaker arranged for us.  Her name is Sylvia Shultz and will be sharing with us valuable information on Breast Cancer Awareness.  Please mark your calendars to attend as this disease can affect so many in our lives.  Our Annual Holiday Party is on 12/15/11.  We have some special treats in store for all so plan on bringing a guest and taking part in the joy of the season.  More to follow on the party, but remember to save the date.


November 12, 2011, IPSJC is hosting the Fall ICC Meeting.  Our Northern CA Membership Liaison, Sandy Joslin is preparing an exciting workshop for us all.  These meetings are both fun and informative so if it’s possible to attend, this is one you don’t want to miss!!


I wish you all a Happy Thanksgiving and as the holiday’s approach, please remember our special Community Action projects as noted in the Community Action segment of the bulletin.  These selected charities need us more than ever.  We are collecting tabs for the Ronald McDonald House and making stocking for the Spirit of Children.  We CAN make a difference, but we need your help!! 


In Fellowship,


Alison Holmes, AINS, AIS, CISR, CPIW, DAE


�


GENERAL MEETING





WHEN:		THURSDAY NOVEMBER 17, 2011





WHERE:	PICADILLY INN


		2305 WEST SHAW AVE., FRESNO, CA





TIME:		NETWORKING - 5:30 PM


		PROGRAM – 6:00 PM


		


COST:		$24.00


			


PROGRAM:	BREAST CANCER AWARENESS 


	SYLVIA SHULTZ


       	


STANDING RESERVATIONS APPLY


			


DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS:


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 14TH, 2011





****CHANCE DRAWING PRIZES WELCOMED****


BOARD MEETING





DATE:		THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2011


		HIGH NOON





PLACE:		DICICCO’S


5251 N BLACKSTONE AT BARSTOW








“A pre-set menu” $6.00 Flat (includes tax & 15% tip) Family style salad/pizza & beverages provided.








BOARD MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO ALL MEMBERS. QUESTIONS? E-MAIL KIM COMBS AT � HYPERLINK "mailto:KCOMBS@DIBU.COM" ��KCOMBS@DIBU.COM�





�





Education Committee





The property class had to cancel at the last minute as the instructor was unable to be here.  We apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused and will reschedule this class after the holidays.





EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY/NEW DESIGNATION


  


Through a joint partnership with Professional Career Institute (PCI) and IAIP our members will now have the opportunity to:


  


Receive a new industry designation – Certified Professional in Insurance (CPII). 


Use this new designation as a CPIW/M, CIIP, and DAE qualifier. 


  


The modules are/or will be filed in all states (we are checking on California) and qualify for 8 hours of continuing education credit.  Each module is one day of classroom lecture/question/answers followed by a test.  At the end of the day you will know whether you have passed/failed as the tests are graded while you are in class.


  


The official "Kick-Off” class for members of IAIP will be at the International Convention in Dallas in June of 2012.  Watch for registration information, for the class, when the convention registration is posted to the IAIP website.





If there is anything special you are looking for us to do, don’t hesitate to call either Cathy (256-6926) or Kathleen (233-0123)





Cathy Temple, AIS, AINS, CPIW, DAE


Kathleen Soares, CIC, AAI, AIS, CPIW, DAE








WORDS OF INSPIRATION


By Steve Jobs - RIP





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ts2.mm.bing.net/images/thumbnail.aspx?q=1291525427285&id=7eba67494310e4b36669538f03751320&url=http%3a%2f%2fcontent.answcdn.com%2fmain%2fcontent%2fimg%2fgetty%2f0%2f6%2f79003906.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





“If you haven’t found it yet, keep looking.  Don’t settle.  As with all matters of the heart, you’ll know when you find it.  And, like any great relationship, it just gets better and better as the years roll on.”





“We don’t get a chance to do that many things, and every one should be really excellent.  Because this is our life.”





“You can’t connect the dots looking forward; you can only connect them looking backwards.  So you have to trust that the dots will somehow connect in your future.  You have to trust in something – your gut, destiny, life, karma, whatever.  This approach has never let me down, and it has made all the difference in my life.” 











FACTS ABOUT THANKSGIVING








The largest pumpkin pie ever made weighed 2,020 pounds (916.25 kilograms).


A ripe cranberry will bounce.


All turkeys and chickens have wishbones.


Canadians celebrate their own Thanksgiving every October.


Abraham Lincoln declared a national day of Thanksgiving in 1863.


The first Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade was held in 1924.





Thanksgiving Day is a jewel, to set in the hearts of honest men; but be careful that you do not take the day, and leave out the gratitude.  ~E.P. Powell








BE SURE TO CHECK OUT THE WEBSITE FOR UPCOMING EVENTS AND INFORMATION





IWOF CONTACTS





PRESIDENT 				ALISON HOLMES	


1ST VICE PRESIDENT			NOI WEISSBROD


2ND VICE PRESIDENT			KAREN WHITE


SECRETARY				SHIRLEY LEONE


TREASURER				KATHLEEN SOARES


DIRECTOR				REINA CASTILLO


DIRECTOR				KIM COMBS


DIRECTOR				JUDY GRILL


DIRECTOR				TRACY HODGE


DIRECTOR				ESMERALDA MENDEZ


IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT	CATHY TEMPLE





COMMITTEE CHAIRS





BULLETIN/WEBSITE			KIM CAMERON


COURTESY				JUDY A. GRILL


EDUCATION				CATHY TEMPLE


					KATHLEEN SOARES


EMPLOYMENT LIAISON		ALISON HOLMES


LEGISLATIVE				DONA SHURTZ


MEMBERSHIP				BARBARA THOMAS


					MARIAN LANE


					MARY THONESEN


					TERRI CAVANAUGH


					ROME QUIROZ


PROGRAM & SOCIAL			KIM COMBS


					CEIL NORTON


PUBLIC RELATIONS			NOI WEISSBROD


WAYS & MEANS			NOI WEISSBROD


SAFETY				VICTORIA ANDERSON





EMAIL ADDRESSES AND PHONE #S CAN BE VIEWED ON OUR WEBSITE (WWW.INSURANCEWOMENOFFRESNO.ORG)





IWOF MISSION STATMENT





The objective of this association shall be to promote insurance education, to support professional advancement of its members, to cultivate fellowship within the association, to strengthen loyalty to the industry, and to promote membership.











COLLECT





TAKE US, O GOD, UNDER THY DIVINE PROTECTION.





MAKE US ACT AS THY MESSENGERS FOR PEACE AND CONTENTMENT, FOR HARMONY AND UNDERSTANDING.





GRANT THAT WE MAY SEE MORE CLEARLY THE POINT OF VIEW OF OTHER MEN AND WOMEN IN ALL LINES OF INSURANCE.





REALIZING THE HIGHLY COMPETITIVE NATURE OF OUR BUSINESS, 


TEACH US TO RESPECT COMPETITION AT ALL TIMES.





KEEP US FREE FROM PETTINESS AND UNWISE DISCRIMINATION.





LET US WORK WILLINGLY, HONESTLY, AND


THOROUGHLY, GIVING SERVICE GRACIOUSLY AT ALL TIMES.





TEACH US, O LORD, TO KNOW AND TO REALIZE THAT BY THY GRACE WE CAN LIVE IN PERFECT PEACE WITH ONE ANOTHER.





AND GRANT THAT THROUGH THIS ORGANIZATION,


WE MAY BECOME CLOSER IN FRIENDSHIP


AND UNDERSTANDING.





AMEN.





�� �














�


DAVE JONES


Insurance Commissioner


October 17, 2011





Dear Agents and Brokers:





I am writing to you today to ask for your help in getting the word out to your clients who may be small


business owners to remind them that it is not too late to claim the Affordable Care Act’s Small Business


Health Care Tax Credit, and also to remind those of you who are small business owners of the


availability of this tax credit for your own business. The filing deadline for many small businesses has


already passed, but qualifying employers that provided insurance in 2010 can still claim this significant


assistance on 2010 tax returns:





Small businesses that have yet to file – for example because they took advantage of the automatic 


extension – can claim the credit on their 1040 series returns by today, Monday, October 17.





Small businesses that have already filed and want to claim the credit can amend their returns using


Form 1120X for corporations or Form 1040X for others, including individual sole proprietors.





Eligible tax-exempt organizations can claim the credit on Form 990-T.





Small businesses without taxable income to offset should remember that the credit is part of the


general business credit for Tax Year 2010, meaning they may be eligible to carry back the credit for


five years or forward for 20 years.





The credit is worth up to 35% of the health insurance premium costs a small business incurred for


insuring its employees in 2010. Eligible small businesses that do not yet provide insurance can start


doing so to claim the credit for 2011 forward.





The credit remains available for several years, so small employers should check each year to see if they


are eligible.





More information is available on the IRS website at:


http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=223666,00.html. Additionally, here are some important links:


Small Business Health Care Tax Credit Brochure


Fact Sheet: Administration Releases New Information on Affordable Care Act’s Small Business


Health Care Tax Credit





Thank you for helping to make sure that small businesses in California receive this important assistance.





Sincerely,


�





DAVE JONES


Insurance Commissioner
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